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This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.1 14 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 8, 
1995, or to any design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to the USPTO) on page 2. 
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[Submission required under 37 CFR 1.1 14] Note: If the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and 
amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order in which they were filed unless applicant instructs otherwise. If 
applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment(s) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such 
amendment(s). 
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Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1 .103(c) for a 

period of months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17(i) required) 

Other Petition for Extension of Time 

The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1 .17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to 

Deposit Account No. 08-2623 
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| | Extension of time fee (37 CFR 1.136 and 1.17) 
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gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mall Stop RCE, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, transmitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on 
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PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 49493.830001.US14 (0032) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 
Leushner et al. 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, V A 22313 

Sir: 

In connection with the filing of the accompanying Request for Continued Examination, 
Applicants submit the following amendments and remarks to address the issues raised by the 
Examiner in the final Office Action mailed January 14, 2004, and further the prosecution of the 
present application. Applicant also files herewith a Petition for Three-Month Extension of Time, 
up to July 14, 2004, and a Request for Continued Examination. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 
of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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For: METHOD, COMPOSITIONS AND KIT 
FOR DETECTION AND IDENTIFICATION OF 
MICROORGANISMS 



AMENDMENT 



